
The Davis Botanical Society Presents 

Bear Creek Ranch: Landforms in recovery, 
revegetation, and botanical exploration 

Saturday, April 25, 2015, 8 am to 6 pm 

Trip leaders:  Craig Thomsen, Vic Claassen and Ellen Dean  
 
The 13,000-acre Bear Creek Ranch forms a critical piece within the BLM’s 75,000-acre Cache Creek 
Natural Area, harboring a wealth of ecological treasures in western Colusa County. The parcel is at the 
junction between Great Valley Sequence sedimentary and serpentinite rocks and encompasses a 
diversity of plant communities; nearly 500 species of vascular plants, including 19 rare species have 
been documented on the ranch.  Prior to BLM’s purchase in 1999, the Ranch was privately owned and 
many of the land use practices led to undesirable changes, impairing natural landforms and the native 
flora.  In 2009, Craig Thomsen (rangeland ecologist) and Vic Claassen (soil scientist) began repair work 
within a 150-acre parcel to stabilize eroding landforms, improve riparian areas, restore native 
vegetation, and enhance wildlife habitat. This field trip will highlight these efforts: we will visit repair 
sites where we have rehabilitated gullies, enhanced overgrazed riparian communities, created a basin 
wetland community, restored floodplain function, and increased plant diversity around a wildlife pond.  
Revegetation with native species has been integral to this work.  We will look at trees, shrubs, herbs, 
and grasses used in the recovery effort along with the many native plant re-establishment challenges 
(legacy soil disturbances, invasive weeds, introduced tule elk, grasshopper epidemics, and severe 
drought). Finally, we will explore extant native plant communities and view wildflowers.  
Details:  We will carpool. Meet at the parking lot across from Arboretum headquarters at 8:00 am. Wear sturdy shoes 
comfortable for hiking.  First part of the day will involve discussing methods of landform repair and the native plants 
used. After lunch, we will hike and botanize blue oak, riparian, and grassland-prairie communities. If there is time, we 
will visit serpentine-influenced plant assemblages. We will hike slowly, discussing the herbs, trees, and shrubs that we 
encounter. Drive time is 70 minutes. There are no restroom facilities at the site. However, we will stop at a BLM facility  
prior to entering the Ranch interior and prior to returning to Davis. Bring lunch, snacks, hat, sunscreen, and water.  

Cost: $15.00 Davis Botanical Society members; $20.00 for non-members. Please contribute gas money if 
you ride in another’s car! Indicate on this form if you can provide transportation. Reservations made at the 
time payment is received: Call (530) 752 1091 (email eadean@ucdavis.edu) for more information. Please 
reserve a space by April 20, 2015. 

Bear Creek Ranch Field Trip Registration Form. Please make your check payable to “UC Regents” and mail to the 
UC Davis Center for Plant Diversity, Plant Sciences Mail Stop 7, One Shields Ave., UC Davis, Davis, CA 95616. Please 
fill out the form below and return with your check. 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________ Amount enclosed:________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________Phone:___________________Email________________________  

Can you drive a car?  If so, how many passengers can you take? ________________________________________________ 


